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District celebrates Military Children 

In celebration of Month of the 
Military Child, P.I.E. partners 
working with Partridge Elementary 
teamed up last week to cheer and 
support their military students 
upon arrival to school. Kids were 
thanked for their sacrifice and 
resilience as soon as they entered 
the drop off line. P.I.E. partners 
lined up along the front of the 
building in the rain to help give Partridge students the best start to their school day. 
Partridge’s P.I.E. partners are the 1st Engineer Brigade at FLW.

 The Missouri State Capitol 
dome and Missouri Governor’s 
Mansion were lit up in purple on 
Thursday, April 15, in recognition 
of April as the Month of the 
Military Child. More photos from 
the state are available at https://
www.flickr.com/photos/modot/
sets/72157718994289330/.

Joanie Kampmeier, a third grade teacher at Freedom 
Elementary, has been named the 2020-21 Teacher of the 
Year for the Waynesville R-VI School District.

In addition to being a classroom teacher, Kampmeier is 
the Club TIGER afterschool administrator at Freedom and 
an aspiring administrator. Before becoming a teacher she 
worked as a paraprofessional at Wood Elementary. 

“Beyond being an outstanding classroom teacher, Ms. 
Kampmeier stood out for being a team player whose PLC 
group is always working to find more effective teaching 
strategies to help all students learn,” said Dr. Trish Adkins, 
assistant superintendent of instructional services. “The 
diversity of her background – having first served as a 
special education paraprofessional and now as a classroom 
teacher – provides her with multiple tools and resources to 
call upon to help her students. She naturally differentiates 
instruction to address individual student needs. She also is 
a natural leader who motivates others to succeed.”  

Kampmeier named 
Teacher of the Year 
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Teacher of the Year criteria includes 
professional activities, professional 
development, leadership, community 
involvement, contribution and 
accomplishments within the education 
field. Teachers participate in interviews 
with the committee. During the 
interview portion, the committee learns 
more about the candidate’s teaching 
philosophy, how they interact with and 
impact students, as well as those issues 
that they view as a priority in education.

Kampmeier will advance to the 
regional competition. Regional Teachers 
of the Year from around the state will 
then move on to the state Teacher of the 
Year process. 

Waynesville R-VI students created artwork in recognition for the Month of 
the Military Child. This “scrapbook” drawing above and the drawing at left 
are by Waynesville Middle School students. 

Kampmeier
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Joanie Kampmeier was suprised as the Waynesville R-VI Teacher of the Year on 
April 13. Pictured are Melissa Vernon, Freedom Elementary principal; Dr. Trish 
Adkins, assistant superintendent of instructional services; Joanie Kampmeier; Dr. 
Brian Henry, superintendent; and Tammy Headrick, South House administrator at 
Freedom. 

Freedom Elemetary student artwork

Above, East 
Elementary 
student 
artwork. At 
left and at 
right, Wood 
Elementary 
student 
artwork 



Misty Walling with Girl Scouts Missouri Heartland met with 
Snack In a Pack on Wednesday, April 14, to donate more 
than 400 pounds of Girl Scout cookies. Snack In a Pack will 
be adding these to the packs near the end of the school 
year. Rebecca Cheek, AmeriCorps coordinator for Snack in 
a Pack, said, “We are so grateful for this donation and to 
the Girl Scouts Missouri Heartland!”

Three Waynesville R-VI employees stopped to help assist a 
motorcycle rider on Historic Route 66 in St. Robert following an 
accident at about 4:25 p.m. on Thursday, April 15. 

An eastbound vehicle on Historic Route 66 in Saint Robert made 
an abrupt stop at the intersection of Route 66 and Missouri Avenue. 
The motorcycle traveling behind the vehicle was forced to make an 
immediate stop, causing the rider to dismount the motorcycle to avoid 
further injuries. 

Three employees – Angela Pilz, Nichol Perez and Enver Medrano 
– pulled over to render medical aid and assistance, if needed. After 
confirming no medical aid was necessary, the three assisted the 
motorcyclist in lifting the motorcycle to the upright position. No 
significant injuries were reported. 

O’Barr sets new 
school record in 3200 

Four years ago, Bryan O’Barr set a goal for himself 
– to set a new school record and on Thursday, April 15, 
in West Plains, O’Barr did just that.  O’Barr set a new 
school record of 9:33.42 in the 3200 meter run – one 
that up until yesterday, Russell Seedyke had held since 
1992 at Waynesville High School. 

“Bryan has been working really hard and I am really 
proud of him,” said Mike Rawlings, head track and field 
coach at WHS. “Four years ago as a freshman, Bryan 
said that one of his goals was to get on the record board 
and he did it in his senior year in a big way by shaving 
nearly 7 seconds off of the previous record of 9:40.14.” 

O’Barr is a three-sport athlete who participated in 
cross country, basketball and track and field. 

“Bryan is the kind of student-athlete that coaches want 
on their team,” Rawlings said. “He’s just an all-around 
good kid who works hard, has a good attitude and helps 
motivate his teammates.”

On Tuesday, O’Barr was recognized as the WHS 
Student of the Month for March at the Rotary Club of 
Pulaski County for best representing “confidence and 
thinking of others before himself.”

 

3 employees stop to help 

Waynesville High School’s Family, Career and Community Leaders 
of America (FCCLA) is hosting a men’s hygiene products drive at 
WHS through April 23 with donations going to the LifeChangers 
Outreach Program. 

Waynesville R-VI staff members may participate by donating any of 
the following men’s items: body wash, deodorant, shampoo, shaving 
cream, after shave, paper, pens, prong folders, juices, drinks and 
canned goods to Amy Johnson, FCCLA advisor, at WHS. For more 
information, please contact Johnson at amjohnson@waynesville.k12.
mo.us.

FCCLA collecting men’s 
hygiene products 



During the week of April 5-9, East Club TIGER students participated in a dinosaur unit. Each day, students learned about a 
different dinosaur and had a daily craft or activity. On Friday, April 9, a special guest T. rex arrived at the wrap-up activity. 
Collin DeSotel, an East AmeriCorps member, dressed in a Tyrannosaurus costume to surprise the students as they wrapped 
up their unit.

Suzette Charfauros, the 
discipline secretary at Waynesville 
Middle School, was named the 
Classified Employee of the Month 
for March. She was surprised 
on April 7, when Hilary Bales, 
assistant superintendent of 
personnel services, presented her 
with a certificate in front of Dan 
Deering, Board of Education 
secretary; Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent; and Brian Vernon, 
principal at Waynesville Middle 
School. 

One of her nominators said, “First and foremost, Suzette is 
a very kind and caring person. She is always willing to help 
students and co-workers. Suzette is much more than a discipline 
secretary. She is very efficient at her job, but also takes on 
many other tasks. Suzette is very proficient at computer skills.” 

Other nominators stated, “Suzette is a pleasure to work with. 
She is kind and courteous and works well with everyone. She 

is very knowledgeable in her computer skills and very accurate. 
She is a team player and always willing to help. She is a great 
asset to the Waynesville School District. … Suzette is dedicated 
to taking care of the staff at Waynesville Middle School. She 
always has a positive outlook and is extremely helpful in every 
situation or task that is directed her way.”

Charfauros named Classified Employee of Month



The Waynesville R-VI School District will advertise 
surplus items for bid through the auction website 
Govdeals.com. 

The uploading of items will vary, which results in items 
having various auction dates/times.

Interested parties may view items by going to 
GovDeals.com.  If you are interested in bidding, you will 
need to select “register for free” and register as a bidder.

A few items for bid are as follows:
3 school buses, a 1998 Buick, teacher desk, educational 

videos, student/office chairs, paper shredder, file cabinets, 
technology equipment, air compressor, utility bed, welders 
and more.

All items will be sold “as is.”
Bidders will be responsible for pickup of all items 

awarded.  Assistance will NOT be provided.
Some items are currently located at the district’s school 

buildings on Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. The district will 
relocate those items to a school off post for the successful 
bidder; however, the successful bidder must give the 
district at least 48-hour notice prior to pick up date/time.  

Surplus items for sale 
on govdeals.com 

Andrea Butzler, the instructional technology specialist at 
Waynesville High School, was named the Certified Employee 
of the Month for March. She was surprised on April 7, when 
Hilary Bales, assistant superintendent of personnel services, 
presented her with a certificate in front of Dan Deering, Board 
of Education secretary; Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent; and 
Randy Luebbert, principal at Waynesville High School. 

One of her nominators stated, “This is Mrs. Butzler’s first 
year as the instructional tech at Waynesville High School. 
She has adapted and done a fantastic job of managing this 
large building. She is always available to help current and 
new students with Chromebook or Canvas issues they may be 
experiencing. She has also done a great job of being a resource 
to all teachers within her building. She has created numerous 
step-sheets and videos to support teachers where they may need 
the extra support. She was also instrumental in creating Canvas 
Bootcamp videos for the students that turned out to be just as 
valuable to her teaching staff. From the community perspective, 
she along with another instructional tech, did a great job of 
presenting to parents on internet safety.”

Her other nominators stated, “Andrea has been a great asset 
to her building and the Instructional Media Department. She 
has taken on all challenges with grace and an even better 
attitude. She is always solution-oriented and always trying to be 
a problem-solver.”

Butzler named Certified 
Employee of the Month 

Theodis Collins III, an eighth grader at Waynesville Middle 
School, has been named the Waynesville Middle School Rotary 
Student of the Month and was honored Tuesday, April 13, 2021, 
at the monthly Rotary Club Meeting.

Collins, the son of Theodis and Valerie Collins, is an 
outstanding student at WMDS. He is described by his teachers 
as self-motivated and goal-driven. Collins has a 3.7 GPA 
and is a member of the National Junior Honor Society. He 
played football for WMDS and is also a percussionist for the 
WMDS Advanced Band. Collins plans to attend Yale and study 
pathology.

Collins named WMDS 
Student of the Month



Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, praised Freedom 
Elementary staff during their Super Session on April 9. He 
recognized staff members for:

- focusing on effective practices and bringing the strategy 
that has shown the most success back to their classrooms 
and implementing that strategy to help all students grow

- implementing Leader In Me with their staff action team 
- maintaining a positive culture/climate, even with all of 

the COVID precautions and procedures
- having a growth mindset and continuing an explicit 

direct instruction focus to strengthen Tier 1 practices 
- implementing the Into Reading series
- helping to get Free & Reduced meal forms turned in 

Bryan O’Barr was named the Waynesville High School 
Student of the Month for March 2021 and was recognized 
during the April 13 Rotary Club meeting.  

O’Barr is a senior, three-sport athlete, who was nominated 
to represent the character words, “confidence and thinking of 
others before himself.” His nominator wrote, “Bryan works 
hard at whatever he is doing at the time, whether it is cross 
country, basketball or track. I am nominating him because 
it was the last few minutes of the basketball season during a 
quarter final game and Coach was getting ready to put Bryan 
into the game, but Bryan wanted one of his teammates to have a 
chance to play in a quarter final basketball game before himself.  
Bryan did get to go in, but only after his teammate went in.”

O’Barr named WHS 
March Student of Month

Emilee Quick was named the Waynesville High School 
Student of the Month for April 2021 and was recognized during 
the April 13 Rotary Club meeting. 

Quick is a senior who was selected to represent the character 
word, “accountable.” Her nominator wrote, “Emilee is very 
accountable. Even when she had an extended absence (on 
quarantine), she did what she needed to do to stay on top of her 
work. She sent emails and had me look at her work, even when 
she had to learn remotely. In person, she always politely asks 
questions when she doesn’t understand. She also works well 
with other students. She is great to have in class!  

Quick named WHS 
April Student of Month

Freedom staff members 
receive praise


